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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING ALL AMERICANS’
RIGHT TO LIFE

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
January 22, 2013, we remembered the unborn
children who have died as a direct result of
the Supreme Court’s rulings in Roe v. Wade
and Doe v. Bolton on January 22, 1973.

An estimated 55 million children have been
aborted in the United States since those Su-
preme Court decisions were handed down
from our Nation’s highest court 41 years ago.
This staggering number represents nearly
three times the total population of my home
state of Florida. In 2012 alone, Planned Par-
enthood reported performing 330,000 abortion
procedures—more than the entire population
of Orlando.

On this 41st anniversary of those historic
decisions, | mourn for the loss of our Nation’s
unborn children and for their families. Every
child is an invaluable gift with unique talents,
interests and personality. My wife, Sandy, and
| have six children, and it has been a privilege
to raise them and watch them as they've
grown over the years. Three of our children
are now married, and Sandy and | have eight
beautiful grandchildren. As our family con-
tinues to grow, it is a blessing to welcome
more grandchildren and great-grandchildren
into our lives.

Life is a precious gift, and | am grateful
every day for the lives of my children and
grandchildren. | am saddened by the loss of
55 million unborn children, children who would
have lived to be our cherished sons and
daughters, our brothers and sisters, our neigh-
bors, and our friends. Our Nation is strongest
when every child’s right to life is honored. To
that end, we must never cease to fight for life,
nor cease to be grateful for our own.

—————

HONORING MEREDITH EARL ROB-
ERTS FOR A LIFE OF SERVICE
TO HIS COMMUNITY

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to a wonderful man and close friend,
Meredith Earl Roberts, Jr., of Longview, TX,
who passed away on January 2, 2014, at the
age of 77 following a brief battle with cancer.
Earl was one of the most influential leaders in
Longview for many years and leaves an ex-
traordinary legacy of service.

Born and raised in Longview, Earl earned a
Bachelor of Arts from Baylor University and a
law degree from The University of Texas. He
was an esteemed attorney in Longview for
more than 50 years, serving as President of

the Gregg County Bar Association. He also
served as an advisor to the City Council and
was an attorney for the Sabine River Authority
of Texas for 35 years, during which time he
helped to acquire land for the Lake Fork Res-
ervoir.

Earl's parents impressed upon him the
value of community service, and he devoted a
lifetime to many worthy causes. From 2000 to
2003, Earl served as Mayor of Longview. As
Mayor, Earl established public transportation
in Longview, developed water resources, and
reduced the City’s debt, among other accom-
plishments. Earl also served on the Board of
Directors of many not-for-profit organizations,
including the Longview YMCA, the Longview
Chamber of Commerce, the Longview Eco-
nomic Development Foundation, LeTourneau
University, and the Highway 80 Rescue Mis-
sion. Additionally, he served as Chairman of
Deacons at First Baptist Church of Longview
where he taught Sunday School for many
years.

Earl was an avid runner who could be found
on the streets in the early morning with his fel-
low group of runners affectionately known as
“The Pack of Fools.” In addition to numerous
local races, he participated in more than 40
marathons, including five times in the Boston
Marathon.

Earl was an outstanding American, a leader
in his hometown, and beloved by all who knew
him. | am proud to have known him as a per-
sonal friend. He was always loyal to his family
and will be remembered fondly by his wife of
55 years, Elizabeth Hull “Betty” Roberts; his
two children Murray and David, along with Da-
vid’s wife Amanda; his siblings Claire and
James; his five grandchildren; and other family
members and friends. Mr. Speaker, | ask my
colleagues to join me in honoring this great
American, Earl Roberts, Jr. Longview has lost
one of its favorites sons.

———

HONORING JOHN DOWLING’S
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. KINZINGER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. John Dowling,
Middleport Township Supervisor, and to recog-
nize his many years of service to the citizens
of the City of Watseka, Iroquois County and
the State of lllinois.

Mr. Dowling has served for 35 years in edu-
cation as a teacher, coach and administrator
in the Watseka Unit 9 District. For the past
twenty five years, John has also been a mem-
ber of the Watseka Public Library Board and
plans to serve in this role until his term ex-
pires. Additionally, he served on the Iroquois
County Board for 26 years until November
2010 when he retired.

In recognition of his tremendous service to
the community, he has been named the

Watseka Citizen of the Year and awarded the
Lifetime Achievement Award by the Watseka
Area Chamber of Commerce and the Iroquois
County Times Republic.

Mr. Dowling will be retiring from the position
of Middleport Township Supervisor at the end
of March and | would like to thank him for all
he has done for the residents of Middleport
Township, the City of Watseka, and Iroquois
County. He has been a leader and advocate
for many important issues throughout his
years of service, and has become a well-re-
spected member of the community.

While he is leaving this post and heading
into retirement, | know that Mr. Dowling will al-
ways be there to lend a helping hand or give
advice to those in need. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the 16th District of lllinois, | wish to ex-
press our deepest thanks to John Dowling for
his exemplary service and dedication.

RECOGNIZING JOE CRANKSHAW

HON. PATRICK MURPHY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Joe Crankshaw for his
56 years in the newspaper business. Mr.
Crankshaw was born during the Great Depres-
sion, an era in journalism known as the “Age
of the Columnists” which saw a rise in photo-
journalism and 35mm photography. It was the
heyday of newsreels and copy was still done
by typewriters and edited with scissors and
glue.

Mr. Crankshaw began his career in 1958
when he was hired by Ernie Lyons, editor of
the then-weekly Stuart News. After five years,
Mr. Crankshaw moved on to The Florida
Times Union and The Miami Herald where his
stories consistently made the front page.

In 1991 Mr. Crankshaw rejoined the Scripps
Treasure Coast team where he was recog-
nized as one of the best by his publisher and
colleagues. In the years since, Mr. Crankshaw
has been quick to take advantage of modern
technology and the many more recent innova-
tions in media. According to a Scripps Treas-
ure Coast reporter, Mr. Crankshaw received
an iPhone for his 80th birthday and within a
few days was sharing apps with co-workers
half his age.

It is humbling to recognize Mr. Crankshaw’s
engagement and activism outside of the news-
room. In addition to being a family man with
two daughters and two stepchildren, Mr.
Crankshaw loves sharing his knowledge and
experiences to those with journalistic ambi-
tions. Last year, he presented a guest lecture
to journalism students in Utah where he was
warmly welcomed via video conferencing. A
Korean War veteran, he has always made it a
mission to keep the best interests of our mili-
tary and veterans and their families a priority;
and ultimately, Mr. Crankshaw has served as
a role model and inspiring figure in northern
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